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ORPINGTON CC NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2006


Dear Reader,

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an update into the World of OCC in advance of the club AGM that is to be held on Tuesday February 28th. [8pm at WP&OCS].   I am pleased to report that the club committee has managed to achieve significant progress in a number of key areas over the winter months - it is hoped that this will lead to an overall improvement in all things cricketing for our members and their guests, both on and off the field, in the forthcoming season.  In addition to summarising this progress, I will also take this opportunity to cover briefly some other areas that you might find of interest in relation to our club.

1. Sponsorship

We are delighted to announce that we have managed to secure a new main OCC sponsor - Wetton Cleaning Services Limited having signed themselves up for the next 3 years.  

In addition to ‘Wettons’, we are also pleased to announce that BT have been signed up as OCC sponsors for the next 2 years.

The introduction of these two new sponsors, in addition to maintaining our previous sponsorship base, means that the club is in its healthiest position ever in terms of sponsorship revenue.  Well done to all those involved in making this possible, and in particular to two of our playing members, Neil Bradford and Stuart Bullard. Without these member introductions, we would not have achieved these great successes.  

Further details will be provided on these new sponsors during the AGM.

2. ECB Grant

The OCC has secured an ECB grant of £25k – the benefits of which will be seen in two stages:

i. We will have a state of the art brand new heavy roller in place before the start of the forthcoming season.  This is something that we been in need of for a number of years and it should provide a noticeable improvement to the quality of the wickets produced on both squares.

ii. At the end of the 2006 season, the bottom square is to be relayed – the new square will be ready in time for the 2007 season.    

3. Kit re-branding

As a result of significant member interest, it has been decided to re-brand the club kit and merchandise for the coming season.  At the time of print negotiations are ongoing with several kit manufacturers, our intention being that we will have a full range of new kit available for the start of the 2006 season.  The committee believe that the sponsorship deals and ECB grant success mentioned above, in conjunction with last year’s promotion of the 1st Xl to Kent League Div 1, means that this is the perfect time to implement such a change.  

For the re-branding to work, we clearly need our members to support the idea and wear the new products.  To assist this process, the committee intend to provide all members with a free new OCC cricket shirt on payment of their 2006 annual subscriptions.  

We will update you as to the latest position in terms of kit during the AGM.

4. Future Capital Investment

Given the increase in revenues, mainly through the sponsorship mentioned above, it is the Committee’s intention to invest in additional capital items for the benefit of our members.  This proposed spending will be discussed at the AGM, with items under consideration including sightscreens and roll on and off covers.  

5. Colts

We have a new colts sub-committee in place for the 2006 season, and they have already started their work to ensure that this season the club is able to build on the strength of the colts’ section following the successful consolidation that has occurred in the past couple of years.  Last year we had 80 colts members, and we are confident we will be able to increase this number in the coming season, particularly given the large number of enquiries that we have already received from new potential colts who want to join the club.  We are also looking into the possibility of starting up a minis section during the season for those kids currently too young to join the colts.  If successful, it is hoped that this in turn will bring further numbers of new joiners into the colts’ section in the years to come.  Overall we are extremely confident that the colts’ section is going to go from strength to strength given the structure we have put in place.  

It is the Colt’s Chairman’s intention to contact both our existing and prospective new members shortly to explain how the colts section is going to run in the coming season.  In the meantime, if you have any particular queries re: the colts’ section, then please direct them to Stuart Bullard [07930-348709]  

6. OCC Website

This has been up and running for about a year now and has already proved to be a tremendous success – we certainly think it is one of the best cricket club sites around and we intend to continue to improve it in the coming months.  Thanks to Neil Campbell [aka Johnny Lighthouse] for all his effort here.  Please take the time to visit the site, which provides information ranging through from latest news, match results and reports, right through to articles on legendary OCC characters.  

The website is also importantly a forum where you can express you views on all things OCC via various contact links.  Your views will be passed on to the relevant club officers to be addressed by them where applicable.  

Please take time to use the site – just by logging into it you will be helping to contribute to its undoubted early success.  

Website address:  www.orpingtoncc.co.uk

7. 100-Club


For those of you who are not already members of the OCC 100-club, or indeed for those of you who are and would like to change [increase!] your level of contributions, please see the enclosed 100-club pack.  The 100-club has proved to be a popular and simplistic idea, and importantly it has also proved to be very successful in raising the club much needed revenue.  This is shown in 2005 alone, where we raised over £1,600 for club funds along with paying out in excess of this amount in prizes to its members. 

